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CXV. An Account of an Earthquake fell 
at Colcn, Leige, Maeftricht, Wc. on the 
igth of November, 1756 : In a Letter 
from Mr. Abraham Trembley, F. R, S. to 
Thomas Birch, D. D. Secretary to the 
Royal Society. TranJIatedfrom the French. 

SIR, Hague, Nov. 26, 1756. 

Read Dec. i6.r"|"1HERE was felt, on the 19th of 
17564 A tn ^ s month, at three in the morn- 
ing, a fhock of an earthquake, at Colen, Leige, 
Maeftricht, in the country of Limburg, and, as 
appears, in all that between the Meufe and the 
Rhine. 

This mock continued but a mort time} and 
there is no account at prefent of any damage done 
by it. 

One of almoft the fame kind was felt in the fame 
places on the 3d of June. 

You faw by the account, which I fent you on the 
nth of May, that earthquakes were very frequent 
in this country in the beginning of this year. The 
fhock, which has been lately felt in thefe parts, as 
well as in Portugal, mews, that the caufe of earth- 
quakes is ftill a&ive. 

I have not yet procured the fequel of the obferva- 
tions made in Valais on that fubjec~t. 

I know, that perfons very attentive obferved, that 
in the neighbourhood of Lifbon for feveral days after 
the 1 ft of November ijff, thofe, who lay upon the 
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ground, perceived a motion under them, which they 
compared to the beating of the pulfe. They men- 
tion likewife, that after this motion ceafed to be felt, 
there was perceived another, which they compare to 
that felt in a boat on a river, the current of which 
is very flow. Thofe only, who lay on the ground, 
were fenfible of this motion j for fuch, as were fitting 
on chairs, or ftanding, perceived nothing of it. 

This is the whole, Sir, of what I have learned on 
this fubjecl. I leave you to judge, whether it be worth 
communicating to the Royal Society; whom I re- 
queft you to afiure of my moft profound refpect, and 
of my defire to merit the honour done me of admit- 
ting me into their body. 

I am with the greateft regard, 

Sir, 
Your moft humble 

and moft obedient fervant, 

A. Trembley. 
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